Topic 2 DQ 1 Responses 

Alexander’s Discussion
The resource assigned to me is the GCU Library Nursing and Health Sciences Research Guide. This guide is designed to help nursing and health sciences students locate scholarly information that supports academic writing, evidence-based practice, and clinical research. For my capstone project, I plan to focus on improving the ER-to-ICU handoff process through a standardized SBAR-based handoff checklist. This resource will be helpful because it organizes nursing-specific databases, research tools, and evidence-based practice resources in one place instead of requiring students to search broadly through the internet. This is important because capstone projects need to be supported by credible, current, peer-reviewed evidence rather than general websites or opinion-based sources.
One way this resource will support my successful completion of the capstone project is by helping me find peer-reviewed research articles related to communication, patient safety, and handoff standardization. For example, I can use the guide to locate studies about SBAR, nurse-to-nurse communication, transfer-of-care errors, and patient outcomes related to structured handoff tools. This matters because evidence-based practice helps nurses use the best available evidence to improve care quality and patient safety (Connor et al., 2023).
A second way this resource will help is by supporting the writing and organization of the capstone project. The guide includes resources that can help with developing a focused clinical question, finding appropriate evidence, and properly supporting a proposed practice change. For my project, this will help me connect the use of an SBAR-based checklist to the broader goal of improving communication between the emergency department and ICU. Overall, the GCU Library Nursing and Health Sciences Research Guide will help me complete a stronger capstone project by improving the quality of my research and helping me connect my proposed practice change to credible evidence.
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Van’s Discussion
T-Z: "GCU Library: Capstone and Evidence-Based Projects"
My Capstone Project: Perinatal Care Coordination and Communication
The GCU Library resource “Capstone and Evidence-Based Projects” is a valuable guide designed to support nursing students throughout the evidence-based capstone process. This resource provides tools for developing a PICOT question, locating peer-reviewed research, evaluating levels of evidence, and organizing literature needed to support a nursing practice change proposal. Because the capstone project requires students to identify a clinical problem and develop an evidence-based solution, this guide serves as a central starting point for building a strong scholarly foundation for the project (Grand Canyon University [GCU], n.d.).
Two examples show how this resource will support the successful completion of my capstone project on perinatal care coordination and communication. First, the guide will help me locate current peer-reviewed studies related to nurse-led education, interdisciplinary communication, discharge planning, and postpartum follow-up. These topics are highly relevant to my project because effective communication and continuity of care are essential to improving maternal outcomes. Research shows that postpartum transitions of care can be fragmented and that structured interventions to improve communication, follow-up, and care coordination can strengthen maternal support and outcomes (Phillips et al., 2023). Second, the resource will support my ability to evaluate and organize evidence by providing access to nursing databases, appraisal tools, and capstone-specific research guidance. This is important because a successful capstone requires not only finding evidence but also determining which studies provide the strongest support for a feasible nursing intervention.
Overall, the GCU Library's “Capstone and Evidence-Based Projects” resource will help me strengthen both my research process and my ability to build an evidence-based proposal focused on improving communication and continuity of perinatal care.
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